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rallied me about it, I would smile, perhaps for the firsfc time all
that night. So likewise it was with promenades, and every social
entertainment that can be imagined:
Him had I chosen from all others,
His would I be, and not another's;
To me his love was all in all.
Thus was I often solitary in the midst of company; and real
solitude was generally acceptable to me. But my busy soul could
neither sleep nor dream; I felt and thought; and acquired, by
degrees, some faculty to speak about my feelings and my thoughts
with God. Then were feelings of another sort unfolded; but
these did not contradict the former feelings: my affection to
Narciss accorded wiih the universal scheme of nature : it nowhere
hindered the performance of a duty. They did not contradict
each other, yet they were immensely different. Narciss was the
only living form which hovered in my mind, and to which my
love was all directed; but the other feeling was not directed
towards any form, and yet it was unspeakably agreeable. I no
longer have it, I no longer can impart it.
My lover, whom I used to trust with all my secrets, did not
know of this. I soon discovered that he thought far otherwise :
he often gave me writings which opposed, with light and heavy
weapons, all that can be called connexion with the Invisible. I
used to read the books, because they came from him; but at the
end, I knew no word of all that had been argued in them.
Nor, in regard to sciences and knowledge, was there want of
contradiction in our conduct. He did as all men do, he mocked
at learned women; and yet he kept continually instructing me.
He used to speak with me on all* subjects, law excepted; and
while constantly procuring books of every kind for me, he fre-
quently repeated the uncertain precept, " That a lady ought to
keep the knowledge she might have more secret than the Calvinist
his creed in Catholic countries." And while I, by natural con-
sequence, endeavoured not to show myself more wise or learned
than formerly before the world, Narciss himself was commonly
the first who yielded to the vanity of speaking about me and my
superiorities.
A nobleman of high repute, and at that time valued for his
influence, his talents and accomplishments, was living at our
Court with great applause. He bestowed especial notice on

